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From Monsignor Fran 
__________________________________________ 

Traditionally, we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord 40 days after Easter, as recounted in the Synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark and Luke). The Gospel of John, however, situates the Ascension on Easter morning, when Jesus 
says this to Mary Magdalene: “Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my broth-
ers and tell them, ‘I am going to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God’” (John 20:17). 

A footnote in the New American Bible offers this explanation: “The ascension after forty days described in Acts 1:1 
–11 would be simply a termination of earthly appearances or, perhaps better, an introduction to the conferral of the 
Spirit upon the early Church.”

Today’s feast recounts a time of transition in the relationship of Jesus to His followers and to the world. During 
those days, the Lord appeared “in the flesh,” and, afterwards – and even until now, through the power of the Spirit. 

In a week, we will celebrate Pentecost, the great feast of the Holy Spirit, giving us an opportunity to reflect upon the 
many ways the Spirit enlivens us, the Church and the world. 

Farewell to Fr. Victor 
__________________________________________ 

As he announced at Mass last weekend, Father Victor will be reassigned to Saint John the Baptist Parish in Milpitas, 
on July 1. We will miss Father Victor very much. This will be a great loss for us at Saint Clare, but it is the nature of 
priestly service to be moved according to the needs of the entire Diocese. 

We are currently making plans for a celebration in Father Victor’s honor after the 5:00 pm Mass on Saturday, June 
21. We hope that many will be able to join in this farewell; once details have been determined, we will share them 
with you. 

We have also learned that Monsignor Franciso Rios, currently serving at the Cathedral Basilica of Saint Joseph, will 
be joining us in July. Monsignor Rios has served as pastor and parochial vicar in many parishes throughout the Dio-
cese and will soon become a friend to all. We look forward to welcoming him to Saint Clare. 

Quarterly Collection for our Parish School 
__________________________________________ 

Next weekend, we will take up our quarterly collection to benefit Saint Clare School, specifically to increase the tui-
tion assistance we are able to offer school families. As we prepare to conclude the current academic year and plan 
for the new year, our 169th, we invite parish families to consider choosing to become part of our bright future. 

Please keep our Eighth Grade Class in your prayers as they graduate this coming Friday. 

Thank you for your gifts in this week’s collection for Catholic Communications. 

ADA Update 
__________________________________________

At the end of May, we have received $171,779.61 from 264 pledges and gifts. We are grateful to all who have par-
ticipated in this year’s Annual Diocesan Appeal, and we remind you that whatever else is raised will return to Saint 
Clare for our use. Thank you. 
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Mass Schedule 
____________________________________ 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday Evening Vigil 

5:00 p.m. (English) 
Livestreamed 

Sunday 
7:30 a.m. (English) 

9:00 a.m. (Portuguesa) 
10:30 a.m. (English)   
12:00 p.m. (Español)  

Livestreamed  

Liturgy of the Word  
for Children during  

10:30 a.m. Mass (English) 

Liturgia de la Palabra  
para Niños  

durante Misa de  
12:00 p.m. (Espa ñol) 

Weekday Masses 
Monday-Saturday  

8:00 a.m.  
Holidays - 9:00 am 

Saturdays  
3:00 p.m.– 3:30 p.m. 

(In the church) 

Youth Ministry News  
__________________________________________ 

Thank you for your support in our DYR scholarship 
Fund! Through our thrift shop and many individual    
donations, we have raised $10,900 which far surpassed 
our goal. We are very thankful to our community for 

their support in the young church! Please pray for our 32 youth that will be 
heading to DYR from June 9th to the 13th. 

Save the date for our summer movie night series: July 11, July 18, July 25 
and August 1. Movies TBD. 

June 18-20, 2025 Location:  To be announced 

A junior high and high school men’s retreat for young  
Catholic men seeking to  

deepen their faith and listen to God’s call in their lives 

 Is this retreat for me? 
• Are you a Catholic young man in 9th – 12th grade?
• Are you open to following Jesus Christ and interested in what that might

mean in your own life?
• Are you willing to spend a few days with other teen guys, college men,

seminarians, and priests, playing games, eating great food, and growing
deeper in your faith?

If you answered yes to all 3, then we invite you to sign up! 

Creation Care Tips 
__________________________________________

“And let everyone who is thirsty come.                                                        
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.” 

Revelations 22:17 

A few decades ago, droughts and water shortages seemed like things that 
happened far away, on other continents. Now droughts are becoming more 
common, longer, and more severe in many parts of the world. Whether or 
not you live in a region where droughts are a concern, here are some tips for 
using water more responsibly, from taking shorter showers, diligently fixing 
any leaks, sweeping your patio rather than hosing it off, turning off the wa-
ter while brushing teeth, etc.: https://bit.ly/ca-water-
conservation. 
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Parish Staff 
• Pastor/Párroco
      Monsignor Francis V. Cilia    
      cilia@dsj.org 

(669) 270-2700
• Parochial Vicar/Vicario Parroquial
      Father Victor Trinidad      
      victor.trinidad@dsj.org 

(669) 270-2701
• Saint Clare School Principal
       Mrs. Catherine Kogura 
       www.stclare.school 

(408) 246-6797
• Director of Catechetical Ministry/

Iniciación Cristiana
       Sandra Quintanilla 
       Sandra.quintanilla@dsj.org 

(669) 270-2702
• Youth Minister/

Director of Confirmation
      Ryan Bao 
      Ryan.bao@dsj.org 

(669) 270-2708
• Christian Initiation
      Diane Madruga 
      camponeses6@gmail.com 
• Music Ministry
      Christopher Wemp 
      cmwemp@gmail.com 
• Administrative Staff
      Linda Ortiz Brisuela 
      linda.brisuela@dsj.org 
• In Residence

Father Martin Ezeador
      martin.ezeador@dsj.org 

Office Hours  
9am - 5pm 

Monday - Thursday 
Address:  

725 Washington Street 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 
www.stclareparish.org 

E-mail:
stclareparish@dsj.org 
Main Office Number 

(408) 248-7786
Emergencies (for sick & dying):  
408-248-7786 Follow the prompt,

then  press 9 

Saint Clare School  
__________________________________________

Formed in their faith and call to service, Saint Clare School’s 2025-2026 Stu-
dent Council was recently installed. Father Victor and the entire school 
commu-nity blessed each of them and the good work they will do as they 
lead the school through the upcoming school year. We thank the outgoing 
Student Council for their leadership and for their spirit of joy. Working with 
them has been a delight.                                                                                                            

Our 27 8th grade students are now free of classes and preparing for their 
graduation. They leave us for wonderful adventures at their high schools and 
beyond. The spirit of Saint Clare School will be shared with their new    
classmates at Notre Dame San Jose, Cristo Rey, Archbishop Mitty, Saint 
Francis, Bellarmine, Lincoln High School, Palo Alto Middle College, & 
Contra Costa Christian High School. This group of young people will always 
be in our prayers.  

Fifteen families are graduating their last Saint Clare Student. We will miss 
their support and presence on campus. We pray that these families will 
continue to be a part of this wonderful school community in any way that 
they can. They have all been a blessing. As with their children, they will 
forever be in our prayers. 

Saint Clare School prepares students to become critical thinkers who are  
moral and ethical servant leaders. Visit https://www.stclare.school/
admissions-2 to learn more. 
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Parish Organizations 
Organizaciones Parroquiales 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Cyndi Banaag- Chairperson 
stclareparishcouncil@gmail.com  
(669) 270-2705

Parish Finance Council 
Jerome Alabado- Chairperson 
stclareparishfinance@gmail.com  

Social Justice Committee 
Anne McMahon 
mcmahonam@sbcglobal.net  

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
Mick Gonzales 
(408) 645-0506

Hispanic Council 
Elania Tablada 
(408) 482-8234

Portuguese Council 
Claudia Madruga 
cmadruga38@yahoo.com 
(408) 568-3115
Eduina Faria
(650) 420-9908

Serra Club of Santa Clara 
Cathleen Lencioni 
(408) 248-6728

Young Ladies Institute (YLI) 
Mary Reiland 
marylreiland@yahoo.com 

Knights of Columbus 
Michael Adams 
mjadams99nd@sbcglobal.net  

San José Chinese  
Catholic Mission 
Mandarin Community 
Father Alberto Olivera, Pastor 
aolivera@dsj.org 

Cantonese Community 
Andrew Lin  
linlin2002@gmail.com  

Boletim Paroquial Português 
1 de Junho de 2025; Domingo da Solenidade da Ascenção do Senhor 

Reflexão Por: João Pereira Arruda 
__________________________________________

Esta Solenidade da Ascenção do Senhir, que em tempos idos era celebrada na 
Quinta – Feira- após a festa do Senhor Santo Cristo dos Milagres, era dia  
santo de guarda. Pela acção dos governos é hoje celebrada no Domingo   
precedente da festa do divino Espírito Santo. Jesus, mesmo na hora de subir 
aos Céus prometeu aos Apóstolos a vinda do Espírito Santo, e que eles se 
mantivessem unidos. Sendo assim não foi difícil encontrar todos os 
Apóstolos reunidos no Cenáculo com Maria noos Mãe na vinda do Espírito 
Santo. Com a Ascenção aos Céus, a visibilidade e Sua p-resença diminuiu 
considerávelmente nno cérebro dos Apóstolos, O medo de serem apanhados 
pelos judeus e serem vistos como testemunhas de Cristo e Seu Evangelho era 
tanto que os atolhava de medo, porque quando apanhados teriam o mesmo 
castigo que Jesus teve de morrer na Cruz. Ao deixar -nos Jesus Eu vou partir 
mas voltarei e também que ficaria connosco na Santa Eucaristia, Deste modo 
Jesus deixou algo subestancial que nos comforta a vida. Deixounos o Espírito 
Santo que anima a Santa Igreja de Deus e nos enche de doms para que ao 
gerir-mos esses doms em função de ajudar as necessidades dos outros que as 
necessitam estamos a contribuir para sermos as pedras vivas necessárias para 
manter firme as paredes da Igreja de Cristo,, A Ascenção de Jesus ensina-nos 
que tal como Ele não era deste mundo, também todos nós baptizados, por este 
mundo não ficaremos; com Ele ressuscitaremos e com Ele viveremos na fele-
cidade eterna do Céu. No Celebrar esta Solenidade da Ascenção de Jesus 
Cristo: alegremo-nos porque Jesus subindo definitivamente ao Céu deixou-
nos seu Corpo e sangue nas espécies do pão e do vinho e deixou-nos a 
promessa do Espírito Samto; o Paráclito, que nos defende perante o Pai. Esta 
celebração comfirma que Jesus ao ressuscitar venceu a morte, que também o 
nosso     destino final é o Céu. O nosso espírito ou a nossa alma estão destina-
dos a  juntarem=se a Deus, Nossa Senhora e os santos no Céu. 

Entramos numa semana que em toda a parte do mundo que haja um açoreano 
se anseia para celebrar o Espírito Santo’ Já há mais de quinhentos anos que a 
Rainha Santa Isabel nos dava uma lição de como celebrar a Terceira Pessoa 
da Santíssima Trindade. No Esprito Santo o mais pobre da freguesia, da vila 
ou cidade é rei. Foi assim que no dia de Pentecostes ela veio do lugar dos 
nobres dentro da igreja e vir fora da ireja buscar o que aparentava de mais 
necessitado e junto do altar e perante toda aquela existente congregação de-
positou a sua coroa na cabeça do pobre, Ficou assim assinalado que nesta fes-
ta e nesta celebração o pobre seja rei, que haja o espírito de partilha e de uni-
dade fraterna e que os seus sete doms sejam geridos para o bem comum de 
todos. Haverá muito trabalho, para aqueles que promessas fazem na 
promoção de fazer um império’ uma coroação ao Espírito Santo. Os chama-
dos “Terceira Idade” são ainda os que mais se empenham a fazer esforços 
para que esta tradição quinhentista se mantenha e dê frutos; porém parece que 
as negatividades e a velocidade da tecnologia são forças adversas no celebrar 
a festa do Espírito Santo. No próximo Domingo celebraremos modestamente 
uma coroação pelo qual a família de Ildefonso e Sandra Bettencourt. Trarão 
as insígnias do Senhor Espírito Santo para serem coroados á nossa frente. Foi 
isso possivel porque em Maio de 1982, Luis e Lurdes Jerónimo assim o quiz-
erem dar início á nossa Irmandade Familiar do Espírito Santo de Santa Clara; 
na nossa igreja e com tempos bons e outros mais conseguidos continua viva e 
quer dar continuidade a esta já tradição de celebrar o Senhor Espírito Santo! 

Um Santo e Alegre Domingo para Todos!! 
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Parish Mission Statement 
_____________________________ 

Founded in 1777, Saint Clare Parish is an  
ethnically diverse Catholic community of 
faith, united in worship, discipleship and  

service. In welcoming immigrants, newcomers 
and strangers, we strive to live the virtues of 
justice and love, so as to be the face of Christ 
in the world, becoming in Him a sign of unity 

and an instrument of  God’s peace. 
SUPPORT OUR PARISH 

Scan one of the QR codes for direct 
and safe way to donate.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

Daily Mass Readings 

Sunday: 
Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23 or Hebrew 9:24-28; 10:19-
23/Luke 24:46-53 

Monday:  
Acts 19:1-8; John 16:29-33 

Tuesday: 
Acts 20:17-27; John 17:1-11a 

Wednesday: 
Acts 20:28-38; John 17:11b-19 

Thursday:  
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; John 17:20-26 

Friday:  
Acts 25:13b-21; John 21:15-19 

Saturday:  
Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; John 21:20-25 

Next Sunday:  
Vigil: Genesis 11:1-9 or Exodus 19:3-8a, 16-20b or 
Ezequiel 37:1-14 or Joel 3:1-5; Romans 8:22-27; 
John 7:37-39  
Extended Vigil: Genesis 11:1-9; Exodus 19:3-8a, 16-20b; 
Ezequiel 37:1-14; Joel 3:1-5; Romans 8:22-27;      
John 7:37-39 Day: Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-30, 
31, 34 (see 30);1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Romans 
8:8-17; John 20:19-23 or John 14:15-16, 23b-26 

Stewardship Report 
Collection: 

May 24th and 25th 
Goal: $10,100.00 

Actual: $8,437.00 

Than  Yo  

Mass Intentions 
 May 31-June 7, 2025 

 Sat 5:00 pm  Rosario A. Rosarito and 
Simplicio Escalona 

Sun 7:30 am Fr. Victor Trinidad- 
6th Anniversary of 
Priestly Ordination 

 
9:00 am 

 Joao Silva
Jose and Vidalia Gaspar Rocha  
Ernesto Gonsalves 
Joao Viera Bettencourt 
Beatriz Alves  
João Faustino  
Margarida Arias  
Jose Mendonça  
Maria Leonilde Da Silveira  
Henry Serpa  
Albert Silveira Cardoso  

 10:30 am  Saint Clare Parishioners 
12:00 pm  Olimpo Masmela 

Maruja de Botero 
Miguel Ochoa
Urbano Amaya
Mayra Monge 
Alicia Suarez– Salud 
María Oralia García– Salud 
Ida López– Salud 
Alan López-Salud 

Mon 8:00 am Maria Simas Mello 
Tues  8:00 am The Gutierrez Family 
Wed  8:00 am Laverne Guilford 
Thu 8:00 am Karisma Ortiz-Birthday 
Fri 8:00 am Elinore Peters 
Sat 8:00 am The Brady Family 
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Peace & Justice Group 
__________________________________________ 

The Saint Clare Parish Peace & Justice group has re-emerged 
after a long hiatus with a renewed focus on several issues that 
call for attention in our time. Our first effort focused on peace 
and non-violence in order to follow up on Fr. John Dear’s visit 
last fall. This Lent and Easter we invited parishioners to       
continue the conversation on non-violence by hosting a four-
session discussion group led by Sigrid Jacobsen and Rosalyn 
Moorhouse. The discussions were anchored around readings 
from John Dear’s book, The Gospel of Peace, and episodes of 
his podcast, The Nonviolent Jesus. The conversations were 
spiritually nourishing for the dozen who gathered each Sunday.  

For our second effort, three weeks ago we hosted a guest 
speaker who shared her story of being previously  
unhoused. In conversation, Ivy opened our eyes in a personal 
way to the difficult realities that unhoused neighbors confront 
daily, including health issues; access to care, food and water; 
the impact of policing policies regarding homelessness; and the 
lack of affordable housing. Ivy’s story put a human face on a 
very complex issue of homelessness and reminded us of the 
human dignity of every person, regardless of where they live.  

When asked how we can help unhoused folks, Ivy suggested keeping water bottles, toiletries or granola bars handy 
to give out when we see unhoused people on street corners. In response, the Peace & Justice group will be holding a 
toiletries collection drive. Please consider donating to the drive by bringing travel size toiletries during the 
weekends of May 24, May 31 and June 7. We will be collecting the following items: 

 Bar soap (e.g. hotel bar soaps)
 Shampoo (e.g. hotel shampoos)
 Hand sanitizers
 Disinfectant wipes (small packets)
 Toothbrushes
 Toothpaste
 Combs
 Assorted bandages (e,g, Band-Aids)

Thank you in advance of your generosity with the toiletries collection drive. If you would like more information 
about the Peace & Justice group, contact Anne McMahon at mcmahonam@sbcglobal.net or come to our next  
meeting on June 19 at 6:30pm in the Rectory. All are welcome!  

Catholic Night at the San Jose Giants 
June 27 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
__________________________________________ 

You’re invited to a fun summer evening at the ballpark! Join fellow parishioners and Catholic families from around 
the Diocese for Catholic Night at the San Jose Giants on Friday, June 27 at 7:00 p.m. at Excite Ballpark. 

It’s a great way to kick off summer—cheering on the home team, spending time with friends, and enjoying one of 
the Giants’ popular Friday night fireworks shows right after the game. 

Whether you come with your family, your parish group, or a group of friends, all are welcome! 

 To purchase tickets: https://mlb.tickets.com/schedule/?agency=MILB_MPV&orgid=56749#/
sales_group_code;salesGroupId=8560   Use promo code DSJ25 for discounted pricing.  
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De Monseñor Fran 
__________________________________________ 

Tradicionalmente, celebramos la Ascensión del Señor 40 días después de Pascua, como se relata en los Evangelios 
Sinópticos (Mateo, Marcos y Lucas). Sin embargo, el Evangelio de Juan sitúa la Ascensión en la mañana de Pascua, 
cuando Jesús le dice a María Magdalena: “No me retengas, porque aún no he subido al Padre. Ve a mis hermanos y 
diles: ‘Voy a mi Padre y a vuestro Padre, a mi Dios y a vuestro Dios’” (Juan 20:17).  

Una nota al pie en la Nueva Biblia Americana ofrece esta explicación: “La ascensión después de cuarenta días des-
crita en Hechos 1:1–11 sería simplemente una finalización de las apariciones terrenales o, mejor dicho, una intro-
ducción a la concesión del Espíritu a la Iglesia primitiva.” 

La fiesta de hoy narra un tiempo de transición en la relación de Jesús con sus seguidores y con el mundo.             
Durante esos días, el Señor apareció “en la carne”, y, después, –e incluso hasta ahora, a través del poder del          
Espíritu.  

Dentro de una semana, celebraremos Pentecostés, la gran fiesta del Espíritu Santo, que nos brinda la oportunidad de 
reflexionar sobre las muchas maneras en que el Espíritu nos anima, a la Iglesia y al mundo.  

Despedida de Padre Victor 
__________________________________________

Como anunció en la Misa el pasado fin de semana, el Padre Víctor será reasignado a la Parroquia de San Juan     
Bautista en Milpitas, el 1 de julio. Vamos a extrañar mucho al Padre Víctor. Esta será una gran pérdida para         
nosotros en Santa Clara, pero es la naturaleza del servicio sacerdotal ser movido según las necesidades de toda la 
Diócesis. 

Actualmente estamos haciendo planes para una celebración en honor al Padre Víctor después de la Misa de las 5:00 
p.m. del sábado 21 de junio. Esperamos que muchos puedan unirse a esta despedida; una vez que se hayan 
determinado los detalles,   los compartiremos con ustedes. 

También hemos aprendido que el Monseñor Francisco Ríos, que actualmente sirve en la Catedral Basílica de San 
José, se unirá a nosotros en julio. El Monseñor Ríos ha servido como párroco y vicario parroquial en muchas       
parroquias de toda la Diócesis y pronto se convertirá en un amigo para todos. Esperamos darle la bienvenida en  
Santa Clara.  

Colecta para nuestra escuela Santa Clara 
__________________________________________

El próximo fin de semana, comenzaremos nuestra colecta trimestral para beneficiar a la Escuela Santa Clara,       
específicamente para aumentar la asistencia financiera que podemos ofrecer a las familias de la escuela. A medida 
que nos preparamos para concluir el año académico actual y planear para el nuevo año, nuestro 169º, invitamos a 
las familias de la parroquia a considerar convertirse en parte de nuestro brillante futuro. 

Por favor, mantengan a nuestra clase de octavo grado en sus oraciones mientras se gradúan este próximo viernes. 

Gracias por sus donaciones en la colecta de esta semana para Comunicaciones Católicas.  

ADA 
__________________________________________

A finales de mayo, hemos recibido $171,779.61 de 264 promesas y donaciones. Agradecemos a todos los que han 
participado en la Solicitud Anual Diocesana de este año, y recordamos a todos que cualquier otra cantidad            
recaudada regresará a Santa Clara para nuestro uso. Gracias.  
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Noticias de Ministerio de Adolescentes 
__________________________________________

¡Gracias por su apoyo en nuestro Fondo de Becas DYR! A través de nuestra Tienda de Segunda 
Mano y muchas donaciones individuales, hemos recaudado $10,900, lo que superó  nuestra   
meta. Estamos muy agradecidos a nuestra comunidad por su apoyo a los jóvenes de la iglesia. 

¡Por favor, oren por nuestros 32 jóvenes que irán a DYR del 9 al 13 de junio!  

Reserven la fecha para nuestra serie de noches de cine de verano: 11 de julio, 18 de julio, 25 de julio y 1 de agosto. 
Películas por determinar. 

Desafío Semanal de Justicia 
__________________________________________

A medida que la temporada de Pascua se acerca a su fin, se nos recuerda una vez más que Jesús ofreció palabras   
finales a la jóvenes de la Iglesia y luego dejó el trabajo en sus manos, y a través de ellos, en nuestras manos.           
La justicia social nos llama tanto a orar como a actuar. Algunos cristianos cometen el error de perderse la Ascensión. 
Ellos oran y esperan que Jesús actúe sin su cooperación activa. Jesús ascendió y prometió enviar al Espíritu Santo 
para actuar en y a través de nosotros, no solo para nosotros. El desafío de esta semana es formular una oración en 
nombre de alguien o de algún grupo que sufre injusticia. Luego actúa sobre tu oración para liberar el poder del     
Espíritu Santo de alguna manera real.  
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Welcome! ¡Bienvenido! 
Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether long-time residents or newly arrived 
in the parish. We thank God for you. If you are not registered, please fill out this form and place it 
in the collection basket or mail it to the parish office. 

Nuestra más cordial bienvenida a todos los que están celebrando con nosotros, ya sea que han  
estado por  largo tiempo o estén recién llegados a la parroquia. Damos gracias a Dios por  
ustedes. Si aún no está registrado, por favor, llene este formulario y póngalo en la canasta de la 
coleta o mándelo por correo a la oficina de la parroquia. 

Name/  Nombre 

Address/ Domicilillo 

City/ Cuidad Zip/ Código Postal 

Phone Number/ Numero de teléfono 

Email/ Correo electrónico 
Would you like to receive envelopes? 

¿Desea recibir sobres de contribución? Yes/Sí No




